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In a few minutes, we will say yizkor. We will remember those who went
before us, who are even now still challenging us. Every time we come to make
a decision, we think what would they have wanted? Am I living up to their
expectations? Recently, we had a funeral, at which time one of those who gave
a eulogy spoke about how this person always said how his father and mother
told him to be a good boy, and everything he did in life, he tried to do so that
everyone would know that he was a good boy, and he did. He tried all his life

to reach up to his parents' expectations.

At the seder, we make many false starts. There are many beginnings. We
wash our hands, but we do not make a blessing. We dip the greens in salt
water as an oer d'eurvre, but we do not go on to eat the meal. We break the
matzah, but we do not eat. The children ask the four questions, and we do not
give them a direct answer until the very end of the first part of the Haggadah.
We talk about how we were slaves in Egypt, and begin the story of the exodus
of Egypt, and then we ask another four questions by the wise son, the evil son,
the simple son, and the son who does not even know how to ask. Then we
begin the story of the exodus over again, except this time we start by saying,

"In the beginning, our ancestors were idol worshippers.” We say half the
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Hallel, and then stop and do not continue it until after the meal. The seder
originally was to conclude after the Great Hallel, but it does not. It goes on
with more praises of G-d. We begin to praise Him, and then we interrupt it
with historical allusions. Finally, we say that the seder is ended, but we do not
end the seder. We continue with Adyirhu, Echad Meyodaya, then Chad Gadya.
In fact, some people even, after they finish the Haggadah, go on to recite the

Song of Songs.

The Haggadah illustrates the fact that there are many beginnings in life, that we
should never despair. Many times, we are going to hit a blind alley, but we
should not give up. We should just persevere. We have many conflicting
drives, but they many times rug us in the wrong direction, but we can change.
We know that family is crucial in Judaism. At the seder, we sit around the
table as families. However, each marriage is unique and special, and each
young couple has to forge their own. The first few months of marriage are
very difficult. Not only do two personalities and lifestyles have to merge, but
the only marriage that a man knows is his own parents' marriage, and the only

marriage that a woman knows is her own parents’ marriage. Many times, the
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wife wants her husband to act like her father, and the husband wants his wife to
act like his mother. That will never do. Marriage is unique and special. Many
times, there are false beginnings, but the couple should not despair. They
should try again from another angle. Many times, parents, when they raise
their children, choose wrong methods, but every child can be reached: the wise
son, the evil son, the simple son, and the son who does not even know how to
ask. Food is important, but sometimes it must be served in moderation or not
at all, and sometimes it should be served in plenty and with elaborate ritual.
Each of us has learned valuable lessons at our own homes on how to relate to
others, and these lessons we have to put into our own context and carry them
forward so we can live up to the expectations of our heritage and our parents
and grandparents and those who came before us so we can truly be like my

friend who was eulogized, who tried to be a good boy.

I am reminded of the story they tell about Chaim Goldberg. When he was 65,
he retired to Israel where he lived in an old folks home that had a Beis
Medrash. He wanted to learn Torah. He used to get up at 4:30 a.m. and

study. People who wanted to talk to him would have to make an appointment.
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Everything went well until he was 90 years old. Then his hearing started to go,
his sight started to go, and he started to lose concentration. He no longer could
spend time in the Beis Medrash. When he turned 95, he developed pneumonia,
and the doctors told his daughter when they released him from the hospital that
she had to make him walk; otherwise, his lungs would not function, and he
would surely die. Every morning, she would come and get him out of bed, and
with his walker have him walk out the door onto the porch. There were seven
doors that entered onto the porch from other residents' rooms. She tried to
have him go onto the porch and walk down the porch. He would inevitably
walk a little bit, and ask for a chair. Today, he hardly can make it out the
door. He started already to ask for a chair. She remembered her father,
Chaim. He was such a strong man. He had come to America before the war.
He had escaped from the Nazis holding onto the underside of a train. He
somehow made it to Belgium, and smuggled himself on a ship and came to
America to begin over again, peddling, always maintaining his religious beliefs,
finally opening up a manufacturing facility and doing real well. After the war
was over, he learned his brother had survived. They were rich in Poland, and

his brother had paid a farmer to have him and his wife and three children live
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in a hole beneath the barn. For five years they lived in darkness. When they
finally emerged and went back to their home, the Poles did not like it at all.
They did not want to have to give back that property. After they were there for
a few weeks, his brother noticed a2 mob coming. He took his little girl and put
her in a pot bellied stove, and he and his wife and two boys confronted the
crowd. They did not want to talk. They just wanted to shoot them. They
killed them all. The little girl saw all this through the pot bellied stove.
Somehow, she managed to find her way to a DP center. She remembered her
father said they had an uncle in America. Chaim took her in. The little girl
who lived in darkness for five years had seen her family wiped out. He kept
encouraging her, giving her hope, telling her, "A little more, do a little more,
and you will see the light will come into your eyes. If everyone would do just a
little more, the Mashiach would come.” He encouraged her until he gained
back her mental and physical health. She married, and when he went on aliyah,
she did, too, as did Chaim's daughter. Chaim's daughter was thinking about all
these things as she was urging her father to take just one more step. He was
protesting. Just then, the niece came in. The niece looked at her uncle and

said, "Just a little more. As you used to tell me, just a little more and the
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world can become a better place.” His brow grew dark, and he snarled at both
of them. "Why are you torturing an old man? Why should I walk? Do I have
any place to go?" His daughter said, "Don't you want to greet the Mashiach?
How can you greet the Mashiach if you cannot even walk down this porch?"
Immediately, he took his handkerchief out of his pocket, wiped his brow, and

walked past three doors.

Each of us is called upon to make new beginnings in life. Sometimes, it is
difficult, but we can do it. Our parents and those before us give us the courage
to do it. They taught us that we can help bring redemption closer, that we can
truly make this a better world. Sometimes, we have to grit out teeth and just
push forward, but we can do it. Chazak Chazak V'nischazaik. We can
strengthen ourselves so that we can strengthen each other so that truly we can

see the Mashiach come quickly in our day. Amen.




